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Pssst . . . What do you call 200 lowyers
of the bottom of the ocean? Answer: A

prety good sort

gt o e
attormeys. We
srefpbeesiiein

, in @ couniry
i ingly believe thot someone
for their own
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hlmﬁdm
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on on individual's poin ond sul-

insurance costs have giv-
mgfzuwpﬁcuﬁnm
heodache that just won't go away.

It seems the more we use lawyers, the
less we like them.

“One day you're the savior of the com-
mon guy, and the next day you reod the
Chicogo Tribune ond you're the guy
that's picking the pockets of corporate
L«nu‘im,'qsﬁﬁhﬂhﬂﬁ:ﬂ,mﬁf
lop personal-injury lawyers in
Chicago. _

“We don't do well polishing public
images,” odmils veleran cily afiorney
Joseph R. Curcio. “But for and
[lerw] is one of the more ethical
sions known to mon. By and lorge the
guys | have procticed ogainst hove been
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insurance premiums that ore i
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fees. Since the mid 1980s, mony
leading obstetricians, neurosurgeons and
Mﬂ:hmuhmmﬁwnl
in some coses premiums lo
hdlumalmimhw.ﬁhum.i,
each year $20 billion is odded o
hn-m'idnﬂwﬂ
ﬂmwm'hwih&-f
T upon the growing opinion
that high-rolling atforneys and big low-
surls ore
the breod line. And ot the Americon Bar
Association convention in Allanka this
year, Vice President Dan Quayle echoed
that senfiment, siafing that “our sysiem of
civil jusfice is of fimes a self-inflicled, com-

petitive disodvanioge.”

E. Michoel Kelly, o malproctice defense
mﬂﬂpuuhidhpm
Chicogo Inn of Court, a fralemal organi
:ﬁndhﬂflwhmim
excessive lawsuits ore siraining the entire
m"a‘ﬂmu ml:n:hfim

=y

mwﬁmhﬁmlﬂuyrﬁii'm
Enmli!\nis.n:!ﬂhwnppmndb
In ,i&thm&mﬂm
icogo afiormey
Corboy that hos the debabe.
MNamed one of the nation’s top 15 trial
thhhhidlnw.hmﬂ,
has success on such o
scale that his firm, Corboy & Demetrio, is
colleagues and opponents
Corboy & Demetrio has handled 125

miuhuumhdhi-.dgnisw
seftlements of $1 million or more. In
1990, Corboy convinced a Cook County
Circuit Court jury o award $22.3 million
hhmltduﬁmd'lm,whm
1987 was rendered o ic after
a semi-troiler smashed into her cor of
Clavey Rood ond |94, The previous
Cook record of $16.7 million,
olso

by Corboy & Demerio,
was shattered.

he mommoth success of lifigaors
Corboy has played to mixed
whumhfﬁmﬂ
one that provided grist for reform
s e ey
Court Justice Thomas E. Kluczynski affer
he wos from a Delia Airfines
jet bound from O'Hare to Florida in
eacing focii ”i";i.
prucindwhwh'g
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Large firms handle only o froction of
the cases filed. But they often are the far-
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community 50 oppor-
lunity,” Corboy explains. The problem,
hmunﬂiﬂhtmhunw
rui:'hnmlunm'y
Regardless of the cause, some say the
foke simply isn’t funny anymore.
Members of such os Rep.
Richord (D-Mo.}, have iniro-
duced legislation each year since 1980
o reform the sysem ond
“streamline” the recovery pro-
cess, thereby brecking the logiom in the
courts. And on May 15, Bush
mlmmhlhcuphull-ﬂhmid

awards of
ﬂﬁﬂ,ﬂn
changes are called “lort reform.” But is it
reform or deform that would jeopardize
Americons’ right lo seek compensation®

odvocales argue thot only wo per-
fﬂihmﬂnﬁrﬂunh
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syt o
h-rih:lntimhh't
mdhmlm explains

Chcoge Gokderg, who,
wﬁhmhh

represents
molprocice suits. “The reality of
coused
s oo

hwrnﬁdlujlm
E%;:aﬁ -mlr
was
powerless fo collect damages from
many inshilutions. Today's imoge of
personal injury is deeply rooled in the cul
mimﬂ:ﬂ;-:lﬁnm .
In | personal i
Rodeshes dpindveschorlor
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found new dients by pressing their busi-
ness cord into the hands of grieving wid-

md'ﬁn‘ﬂd:ﬂbﬂ.

Sometimes the ort of rustling :
nmm*imhhumﬂuﬂmﬁ-
est alorneys were nolorious for bribing
Mﬂmnﬁmnm

employed an army of “runners” who
would cruise slmhmm:hdh

first anes o arrive on the scene o solicit
new business. Others would simply hire

uﬁhmnmﬁm
appearing as early os
it il ad
S o
this specialized area of law, began in the
1980s.

Today, “reasonable compensafion”



Phillip Corboy's firm leods the personal-njury atterney pock with |25 setflements over 51 million.

can fronslate inko big profits, considering
of the judgment plus expenses. But the
unumlclzzmmlmﬂulnﬁnfm

odds against winning o major
sefflement in o suit are 3-1.

Negligence lowyers rely almost exclusive-
Lmﬁhmmﬁ
in some cases may be
iwuduioﬂw
more
bngﬁn'rurquﬂﬂ
h&ﬂpﬂﬂﬂdﬁumhmfm
desks, with many more referred fo inde-
urm:lrlirrm,
Still, the financial rewords and pres-
fige to be gained from o win has been

enough fo give rise lo elite lowyers like
&bﬂ . On trial 30
o 40 year, the Goldberg
brﬂhrshunod'uuduhwd&m

huhsuml:l'uﬁd rrm'_.rlurgn

firms. Over the past 24 years, Barry
undhﬁhmumﬁmuﬁng
clopedias door-lo-door in m.
to winning 60 multimillion
for their clients.

At o fime when law firms are forced 1o
re-examine new partners relative lo their
ability to bri inhmliwm#u:mmh,
the city's top lif Pm'ultﬂd\.du

young lowyers
Today, of age 39, Eobeﬂﬂiﬂnrd is
cumdndhmuppurﬂhhum

dmﬂmh

lar cases

Reprinted {rom

University Law School, guest-lec-
hured the closs on civil Eoger
ko fap inlo that charisma, Clifford went o
Corboy's office and slormed past the
buffer zone of protective receplionists
ond clerks. On the pretense of asking
Corboy a question about the lecture,
Eﬁﬂurclcimmcluclhhw'lbnrdni
get o job with you?”

Intrigued by Clifford's spirit, Corboy's
Irish eyes twinkled, “Send me o resume.”

lifford is only one of ﬂumgo
W;ﬁm mza
du‘ﬂhl?ﬂﬂTmK.Hugcm
was the first personol §
in Cook Counly lo wi ".T.?.
mﬁmmdi?mﬁmmu

part
nﬂmprulrdmi “The speech that you

give of the end of a case is much like
Lear's soliloquy. You must be prepared
for it mentally and physically,” Hegarty
explains, “His a ﬂmmf—
mhbmuﬂ::m

In the high-siakes poker game of lifi-
gulinn.hnﬂumﬂnph:hwwh
you must win. To win you seek out those
cases where the siakes are high ond the
risk minimal. Go for the throat. But affer-
ward, shoke hands and move on. “This
is 0 gome—a serious gome—and it's no
different than the Super Bowl,” explains
Phil Toxeman, who resigned his post as
aftending surgeon ot Skoki ‘i’tﬂl
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Robert Clitford, o one-time Corboy protege, is now o big success in his own right.

Hnspth 1987 in order to become o

Im:hhl on the
E-m Bulrw'ruml

hhd *mubwmcmbudmrr
right civil. When the courtroom smoke
hmﬁnmd Chicago's op personal
convene in cozy forums,
Hidimﬂil Inn of Court and the
inner Circle of Advocates, an exdusive

ll'wpulnmﬂdhh nfhphmﬂ‘
bar: ﬂwhqmu&whmam
mmhdi'l mhnurnmll:lr

profession are based more on Perry
Mason, Judge Wapner ond LA Low than
0N BCONOMIC hpmﬂmmmiuu-
bons of ury law are obscured,
ﬂwdn,dwd,mhmmﬁd
function of helping people recover dom-
oges where foult is involved.

And their coses can right other wrongs.

As a fooinote ko the Keva Richordeon tra-
gedy, an was consirucied of the
intersection the occident occurred.
And several highly publicized lowsuits
with m verdicts inevi

the dangers of drunk driving.

h:;ﬁ:;tﬁ,h&mdﬁm
W Transportation Depart-
ments mandated that median dividers be
placed on the north end of Loke Shore
Drive in response fo the 33 lolal aca-
denls that occurred between 1970-80
wl'm#acluumudhmdimmp
raffic. This came, in port,
uhrplnnhﬁ Charles A. Pot Boyle
uncovered evidence that the city foiled 1o
construct the guord roils os eorly os
1967, though the funding legislation was
af that fime.
Yet the profession’s public relafions
Woes persist,
Boyle, who volunteers his fime ot
West Side soup kitchens, says the only
way for bo regain public frust
is Io give Iw o the commu-
nity. “I's fime hor lawyers to put aside
their gray suits and look within o four-
block radius where someone con be
helped,” he asserts.
Peshaps it is unrealistic to imogine that
tnd-m’ changes have much chance in
of 1991. This is, ofter all, o land ruled by
the dollar bill, where the work week for
cerigin lawyers in lown extends from
ﬁh‘d:l"h&.l‘ld:l}"
hﬂdﬁdmhuﬂtﬁﬁ.mnﬂ
stripes will tell

lerwryers worth their
Gudmdldgy.mm [}

Richard Lindberg is the author of To
Serve and Collect: Chicago Polifics and
Police Corruption. His next book, An
Ethnic Guide to Chicogo, will be pub-
lished in the spring by Passport Books.
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